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The Actual Condition of the Operation of Geunam
Seowon|[confusian academies in korea] in Mungyeong
from 17th to 18th Century

Lee, Byoung—hoon

Mungyeong Keunamseowon was developed in Jookrimseodang and
established by Shinjam, governor of Sangju, in the middle of the 16th
century. As Keunamseowon enshrined the religious rites for seven
Confucians, it has been operated by the cooperation of their
descendants and the Confucian scholars of Sanyanghyun. Unlike any
other Seowon, it does not belong to one family because one specific
family didn’t take the lead on it, and it wasn't actively supported. As
a result, in spite of various efforts, its economic foundation has been
weak since it was established. There were few servants and farmland,
and students were frequently invaded by the military. Consequently,
it had to rely on the local government. Therefore, the Mimyeonsa
Temple nearby, which has been distributed since the time of
JookrimSeodang, has been taking up a large part of Seowon’s finance
even though Mimyeonsa was a small size. Despite this difficult
economic situation, KeumamSeowon functioned as an academy
(Ganghakcheo) for Sanyangcheon scholars of Confucian thought, along
with Youngbinseodan nearby. It led the boarding (Geojae) and

collective lectures (Ganhwye) and contributed to promote academic
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spirit, such as supporting materials by carrying out contests (Geojeob)
and tests (Sunje), along with Youngbinseodang.

In publishing Uamyjip and Haneumyip, it also made efforts to succeed
to the ideas and learnings of Hong Eun—choong, and Lee Deuck-hyung,

who were enshrined.

keywords :
Geunamseowon, Youngbinseodang, Mimyeon Temple, Cheongdae
Ilgi(Diary of Kwon Sangil), Geunamseodang founding diary
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